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BINS FOR 
BEGINNERS

REVIEWED BY: MATT MERRITTNEW PRODUCTS & GREAT SAVINGS FOR ALL YOUR BIRDING NEEDS
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Isoperla have released some excellent 
apps for the more general wildlife-
watcher as well as for birders, and this is no 
exception.

There are fine photos for ID, with 
extensive galleries for most species, plus 
species accounts, and a quiz function that 
allows you to ID the tree, or at least 
narrow down the options, by a process  
of elimination.

Species can be listed by genera, or in 
alphabetical order, and there’s a search 
function for the whole app that means it 
never takes long to find what you’re 
looking for.

 You can also log your own sightings, 
and whether you’re using it out of  
general interest, or as a means to help find 
specific habitat and the birds that might 
be found in it, this is a very easy to use  
app that really ought to be at every 
naturalist’s fingertips.

There are all sorts of field guide-style 
apps out there, with considerable 
differences in price and complexity, but 
this neat, easy-to-use one should appeal 
to the beginner birdwatcher.

Species are listed alphabetically, 
although you can also choose favourites, 
and there’s a pithy species account for 
each, plus excellent photos. One gripe 
would be that these tend to show adult 
males, which, while it makes the app look 
better, might be confusing for new 
birders. You can add your own sightings, 
and even add photos for them, which is a 
nice touch.

You might eventually want to move 
onto something bigger, but as a 
straightforward guide for everyday 
birding, this is generally well thought-out 
and quick and easy to use. 

Field of view (@1000 m): 129m 
Close focus: 2m 
Eye relief: 17.5mm
Dimensions: 140mm x 105mm x 58mm
Weight: 682g
RRP: £109.95
Contact: Optical Vision Ltd, Unit 3, Woolpit Business 
Park, Woolpit, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9UP; 
info@opticalvision.co.uk
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HELIOS MISTRAL WP6 8X42 £109.95

RATINGS
OPTICS êêêêê

HANDLING êêêêê

PRICE êêêêê

OVERALL êêêêê

BIRDS OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND for Apple & Android 
PINNACLE APPS LTD £0.79

NB: �Price rating reflects value for 
money against others in its class

The image is sharp and clean, with 
relatively little fall-off in that towards its 
edges, and the field of view (129m@1000m) 
feels more expansive than the figures 
suggest. 

Chromatic aberration was hard to find 
– only when tracking birds against bright 
low sun was it really noticeable.

Focusing is precise
The focus wheel turns slowly if rather 
stiffly, taking just over two anti-clockwise 
turns from close focus to infinity, and 
focusing is precise yet easy to find. And 
while the close focus limit of 2m is 
surpassed by some bins, it’s more 
than adequate for most needs and would 
have been considered absolutely 
outstanding a short time ago.

The strap provided is adequate, although 
you might want to replace it with a wider 
one, and there’s a fabric case, a rainguard 
that removed easily and quickly, and 
removable tethered objective lens covers.

For £110, they cover all the bases that 
any beginner birder could want, offering 
excellent all-round optical performance and 
a design and build that should cope with 
most eventualities. Next time a colleague 
asks me for some sub-£150 
recommendations, they’ll figure highly on 
the shortlist.

EVERY FEW MONTHS, a colleague 
from one of our sister magazines 
will ask for some recommendations 
for binoculars to buy as a present for 
a relative who’s just got into 

birdwatching. Typically, they want to spend 
around £100, maybe £150 at a stretch.

In recent years, finding suitable models to tell 
them about has become easier, as binoculars at 
the budget end of the market have become more 
and more impressive.

Helios’s new Mistral WP6 bins landed on my 
desk just a few minutes after one of those 
conversations with a co-worker. So, can I 
whole-heartedly endorse them?

The closed-bridge design is unremarkable, 
but they feel solid and robust in the hand, with 
plenty of rubber armouring, and well placed 
thumb indents to make them easier to grip.

They’re light, at 682g, and well-balanced 
enough to be easy to handle. The eyecups are 
comfortable, offering 17.5mm of eye relief, and 
twist up and down to three positions, with the 
intermediate one very secure in extended use.

The dioptre adjustment, on the right barrel, 
isn’t click-stopped, but it takes some effort to 
move, so there’s little chance of it inadvertently 
slipping out of place.

The focus wheel is a little more than one 
finger wide, and well textured for extra grip 
– even while wearing thick gloves on a couple 
of chilly mornings, it was easy to use.

So far, so user-friendly. The image produced 
is what makes or breaks any pair of bins, 
though, and there’s very little here to 
complain about.

 The colour feels very natural, and contrast is 
good, while the 42mm objective lenses gather 
plenty of light – only in really low light did I 
miss the extra punch that ED glass offers 
(there’s an ED version available, for £155).

The image produced is 
what makes or breaks any 

pair of bins, though, and 
there’s very little here to 

complain about   
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TREE ID for Apple & Android
ISOPERLA £2.99


